












This is part 1 of a mini-series where weâ€™re aiming to go through the main themes of the â€œGÃ¶del Escher Bach: An Eternal
Golden Braidâ€ ​ by Douglas Hofstadter. The first part will concentrate on the main topic of the book and how it relates to GÃ¶delâ€™s
Incompleteness Theorem, as well as giving an insight into the relation to Escherâ€™s pictures and Bachâ€™s musical offerings.
Published in 1979 what professor Hofstadter is trying to answer in his book is one primary question: how animate beings can come out
of inanimate matter. In his show The eternal golden braid: GÃ¶del Escher Bach at the Barbican in London Marcus Du Sautoy performed
just such a test, using the audience as judges. The show is part of an on-going project called Strange loops which celebrates the 40th
anniversary of the intellectual cult classic GÃ¶del, Escher, Bach. The blurb of the show promised a computerised exploration of the
music of Johann Sebastian Bach.


